
LONG ESSAY Scoring Rubric for AP History Classes 

 

 0 Points +1 Point +1 Point 

Thesis 
0-1 Point 

 Thesis is missing or located 
outside of the introduction 

 Thesis simply restates the 
question 

 Thesis does not address all 
parts of the question 

 Thesis presents a historically 
defensible claim/argument 

 Thesis directly addresses all 
part of the question 

 Thesis provides clear 
categories of discussion 

 

Evidence or 
Support of 
Argument 
0-2 Points 

 Evidence is missing 

 Evidence is overly general; not 
specific 

 Insufficient specific evidence 
is provided 

 Address the topic of the 
prompt with specific examples 
of relevant evidence 
(approximately 4 items per 
body paragraph) 

 Utilizes specific examples of 
evidence to fully and 
effectively defend/validate 
the stated thesis or a relevant 
argument 

Application 
of Historical 

Thinking Skill 
0-2 Points 
(only ONE 

row used per 
essay) 

Continuity/Change Over Time 

 No evidence of continuities or 
changes, OR only includes 
continuities OR change over 
time 

Continuity/Change Over Time 

 Describes historical continuity 
AND change over time 

Continuity/Change Over Time 

 Explains the reasons for 
historical continuity AND 
change over time 

Comparison 

 No evidence of similarities or 
differences 

 Focuses only on similarities 
OR differences among 
historical developments but 
not both 

Comparison 

 Describes similarities AND 
differences among historical 
individuals, events, 
developments, or processes 

Comparison 

 Explains the reasons for OR 
evaluates the relative 
significance of similarities 
AND differences among 
historical individuals, events, 
developments, or processes. 

Causation 

 No evidence of causes or 
effects of a historical 
development 

Causation 

 Describes causes AND/OR 
effects of a historical event, 
development, or process 

Causation 

 Explains the reasons for the 
causes AND/OR effects of a 
historical event, development 
or process 

Scoring Note: “AND/OR” is based upon the wording of the prompt 

Periodization 

 No evidence linking the 
historical development 
specified in the prompt to a 
development that preceded 
and/or followed 

Periodization 

 Describes the ways in which 
the historical development 
specified in the prompt was 
different from AND similar to 
developments that preceded 
AND/OR followed 

Periodization 

 Explains the extent to which 
the historical development 
specified in the prompt was 
different from AND similar to 
developments that preceded 
AND/OR followed 

Scoring Note: “AND/OR” is based upon the wording of the prompt 

 

Synthesis 
0-1 Point 

Extends the argument by explaining the connections between the argument and … 

 A development in a different 
historical period, situation, era, or 
geographical area. 

 A course theme and/or approach to 
history that is not the focus of the 
essay (such as political, economic, 
social, cultural, or intellectual history) 

 AP World/AP Euro ONLY: A different 
discipline or field of inquiry (such as 
economics, government/politics, art 
history, or anthropology 

 

Rubric Total (0-6 Points): __________ 
Gradebook Score: 

6 = 100% 5 = 90% 4 = 80% 3 = 70% 2 = 60% 1 = 50% 0 = 0% 
 50/50  45/50  40/50  35/50  30/50  25/50  0/50 


